Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Scholarships

The Fishmongers’ Company’s Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Scholarships are funded by the income from a trust fund set up by the son and grandson of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (both members of the Fishmongers’ Company) to help female medical students at the Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine and its successors. Eighteen scholarships, with a total value of £27,000, were awarded for the 2010/11 academic year.

Born in 1836, Elizabeth Garrett was the first woman to qualify as a doctor in Britain, despite much opposition. Throughout her career she tried to help women who followed her into the medical profession, founding the New Hospital for Women, then the only hospital in Britain to have all-female staff. She was Dean of the London School of Medicine for Women from 1883 until she retired in 1902, by which time it had become the Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine for Women. 
In 1871 she married James Anderson. One of their children, Sir Alan Anderson, became Prime Warden of the Fishmongers’ Company and in 1950 gave the Company a sum of money to be used for charitable purposes in the interests of women and to commemorate his mother. The Court agreed to use the funds to award scholarships to female medical students at the Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine (now University College London Medical School), who would be known as ‘Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Scholars’. In 1956 Sir Alan’s son, Sir Colin Anderson, later Prime Warden himself, gave a further sum to augment the fund.
The Fishmongers’ Company is proud of its connection with Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and the strong links with her family, including present members of the Company.

